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portanee as Religion should not be left to chance, and to the
vagaries of untrained and ill-equipped teachers but should be
handled in an efficient and scientific manner by people well
trained for their task. And considering that Scriptural Read-
ings and Text Boots were changed year after year, one can ima-
gine the amount of work that was required to be d,one merely
in the matter of publishing suitable literature for Sunday
schools.
RELIGION IN THE HOME
Besides such systematic training in the Sunday school, the
child of course received religious instruction in the home. I have
spoken of the stories and prayers at bed time in the case of very
little ones. The older children were taught to spend a few
minutes in the morning in the quiet of their rooms in reading
portions of the Bible and in prayer. The prayer was not neces-
sarily of any fixed pattern but left to the boy or girl to frame
as he or she willed. There were also family prayers where the
parents and the children met for common worship. A passage
from the Bible or from a devotional book, of which several now
exist was read, and expounded to the children by the father or
the mother, and one of the parents prayed often ex iempore voic-
ing their needs and aspirations. There was also grace said be-
fore meals, that is, at table before partaking of the food two or
three sentences of prayer were said either silently or on behalf
of all by one of the parents or by one of the children, expressing
thankfulness for the blessings of this life and aspiration for
spiritual food and service. The prayers were not recited ac-
cording to a set formula from memory", still less were they in a
dead language like Latin, but were the expression in simple
everyday language of the ideas and feelings of the individual
praying. I make special point of this, for I am convinced that
however useful set prayers may be there can be no real live re-
ligion unless a person learnt in prayer to commune spontaneously
with his Maker in his own individual way.
IN THE SCHOOL
The state schools and colleges did not give religious instrae-
tion, for the children who attended them belonged to different
denominations and faiths. But th^re were a number of private
schools and colleges run by religious sects and they always had